Distal femoral plug migration with cement pressurization in revision surgery and a simple technique for its prevention.
The notes and radiographs of a consecutive series of 83 hip revisions were studied. In 69 hips, a cemented femoral component was used in which the cement was pressurized and the canal was blocked by an intramedullary plastic plug. It was found that distal migration of this plug occurred very frequently and, in 14 hips (20%), the migration was considered severe. The causes and implications of this are discussed, and a simple technique for preventing the problem is described.